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Welcome to the latest edition of Ambedkar Vision. The tribute to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on Mahaparinirvan Diwas stands in
painful contrast to the lived realities of Dalits and religious minorities across South Asia and beyond. Ambedkar's vision of
equality, dignity and institutional justice remains far from realized, as evidenced by persistent caste discrimination in Indian
academia, economic exclusion, state-enabled violence and the everyday atrocities faced by marginalized communities from
India to Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and even the United States. In India, caste continues to operate as a deeply entrenched
structure of exclusion. Dalits constitute nearly 16 percent of the country's population—over 200 million people—vyet studies
and reports consistently show that they hold a negligible share of national wealth. The fact that this vast community has close
to zero collective net worth underlines the systemic denial of access to land, capital and institutional finance. The human cost
of caste oppression is tragically visible in Indian institutions. The suicide of a Dalit government officer, like those of Dalit
students and scholars before him, exposes how humiliation, isolation and discrimination persist even within spaces meant to
symbolize merit and equality. Indian academia, despite constitutional safeguards, remains hostile to Dalit presence, forcing
many to navigate caste prejudice in silence. These deaths are not individual failures but indictments of a system that
normalizes caste violence while denying its existence. This structural violence has intensified under the broader climate of
human rights erosion during the Modi regime. Civil rights groups and independent reports, including findings by the
Association for Protection of Civil Rights (APCR), document a sharp rise in hate crimes against Muslims and Christians. In
recent years, hundreds of incidents involving mob violence, church attacks, social boycotts and arbitrary arrests have been
recorded, often driven by organized propaganda and enabled by political impunity. Anti-Christian rhetoric, in particular, has
translated into physical attacks on worshippers and pastors, shrinking the already limited space for religious freedom in the
world's largest democracy. These injustices are not confined to South Asia. Across the border in Pakistan, minorities face
parallel but distinct forms of exclusion. The struggle of activist Kalpana Devi against the forced conversion of Hindu girls
highlights the intersection of gender, religion and power, where minors from impoverished families are coerced into
conversion and marriage with little legal recourse. At the same time, the revelation that only 37 out of approximately 1,800
Hindu and Sikh worship sites are fully functional underscores the alarming neglect of minority religious heritage. These
figures reflect a deeper unwillingness to protect equal citizenship. In Bangladesh, caste discrimination manifests through
occupation and gender. Dalit women sanitation workers continue to fight for access to clean water, safe working conditions
and basic dignity. Confined to hereditary labor and exposed to hazardous environments, these women remain invisible in
national development narratives despite sustaining urban life through their work. Their struggle echoes Ambedkar's
insistence that dignity of labor is central to social justice. Labour migration, often romanticized as economic mobility,
frequently reproduces caste hierarchies, exposing Dalit and lower-caste workers to exploitation and invisibility in both host
and home countries. Nepal presents yet another dimension of caste oppression through labour migration. Dalits,
disproportionately represented among migrant workers, are pushed abroad due to caste-based exclusion at home, only to
encounter exploitation, debt bondage and abuse in foreign labor markets. Migration, rather than dismantling caste, often
reproduces it across borders, revealing how deeply social hierarchies are embedded in economic systems. The persistence of
caste discrimination among South Asian diasporic communities in the United States, as revealed through groundbreaking
surveys and advocacy by Dalit activists, demonstrates that caste travels across borders, adapting itself to new legal and social
environments while continuing to marginalize the same communities. Dalit activist Thenmozhi Soundararajan's
groundbreaking surveys and advocacy have documented caste discrimination within South Asian diaspora communities and
workplaces. Her findings challenge the myth that caste disappears with migration, instead showing how it adapts and
survives even within societies that pride themselves on equality and civil rights. Incidents such as the vandalization of Dalit
homes in Nepal's Siraha district further demonstrate how caste violence remains normalized, often dismissed as local
disputes rather than recognized as human rights violations. Whether through economic exclusion, physical violence,
institutional neglect or cultural erasure, the message remains the same: caste and religious identity continue to determine
whose lives are valued. Taken together, these realities expose a regional and global failure to confront discrimination as a
systemic problem. Remembering Ambedkar cannot be reduced to ceremonial reverence while his people continue to face
social death. Human rights, religious freedom, economic justice and dignity must be enforced through institutions,
accountability and political will. Until states move beyond denial and symbolism, the promise of equality will remain
unfulfilled and the voices emerging from these struggles will continue to remind us that democracy without justice is merely
anillusion.
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